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THE HISTORY OF MOTHER'S DAY

W"’ﬁ Tk w TR S e While the Mother's Day that we
. o celebrate on the second Sunday
U g & oIy U 918 Bl 8 AL

in May is a fairly recent develop-

Sl & AR 7 A § gu § ment, the basic idea goes back to
9 Bl AR el fAerdr 99 9gd a1¢ ancient mythology—to the long
Y © A ago civilizations of the Greeks and

R BT ¥ 59, ok FHaT T Ao &, omans.

. N o The Greeks paid annual homage
ﬁo‘s‘ S el | 11@ kil & to Cybele, the mother figure of

HI.. their gods, and the Romans dedi-
—JV’'n Meghna cated an annual spring festival to
the mother of their gods.
MOTHERING SUNDAY
- In 16th century England a cele-
W B BTSN H AT Sl S, bration called “Mothering Sunday”
dfe Red # o <¥ar €1 A9 39T was inaugurated—a Sunday set
#9 I gy e o fedl faF sifg  aside for visiting one's mother. The eldest son or daughter would bring a “moth-
‘Iﬁﬁ T § 3 =& gr gl U ering cake,” which would be _cut and shared by the entire family. Family reunions
74 ufeel @) aeg 92 @ d o 9 <, were the order gf the day, ywth sons gnd daughters assuming all hou;ehold <_:iu-
) ) ties and preparing a special dinner in honor of their mother. Sometime during
§H O H 1 T qel OB S the day the mother would attend special church services with her family.
g0 q g T ¥ Ue 'R WX B, JULIA WARD HOWE
g9 99s1d 9fd b MU der a9, Here in America, in 1872, Julia Ward Howe, a famous poet and pacifist who
9 9T gé'r\ T A IOTR—T— qEa fir fought for abolition and women's rights, suggested that June 2 be set aside to
. honor mothers in the name of world peace. This happened not long after the
N S — :);ovsg?/nléﬁnco Prussian War after which Howe began to think of a global appeal
TN H %@ B A 5 AN, The idea died a quick death. Nothing new happened in this department until
TH Hed H T2l °w@r g =ew Iuern. 1907, when a Miss Anna M. Jarvis, of Philadelphia, took up the banner.
o7 aifell § gea wg § wn wow ANNAM. JARVIS
@ ST T qRee W Do e After her mother dl_ed _|n 1905, Mls_s Anna Jarvis wished to memorialize her life
and started campaigning for a national day to honor all mothers.
—JV'n Lavanya Her mother, known as “Mother Jarvis,” was a young Appalachian homemaker
Tt € s axoil # o a1 € 9 @ and lifelong activist who had organized “Mother's Work Days” to save the lives
of those dying from polluted water. During the Civil War, Mother Jarvis had also

|
e B w9 wHeE £00) foar wRp & organized women's brigades, encouraging women to help without regard for
S e | ' which side their men had chosen. At the time, there were many special days

S 3 F o . for men, but none for women.
v A A <, fR e On May 10, 1908, a Mother’s Day service was held at a church in Grafton, West

gaE & AT & A N Virginia, where Anna’s mother had taught. Thus was born the idea that the sec-
R foF @1 wrrels R 1 #, U & ong Sunday in May be set aside to honor all mothers, dead or alive.
i T Torie St o Sirew | —JV'n Nikita
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